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SLOVAKIA’S VIRTUAL CONCERT
In light of the coronavirus outbreak and cancellation of face-to-face diplomatic
events, Ambassador of Slovakia Ľubomír Rehák seized an opportunity to embrace
technology and celebrate an important event on a digital platform. On the occasion
of Europe Day and marking the 75th anniversary of VE Day, the Ambassador in
cooperation with the Mayor of Bratislava Matúš Vallo co-hosted an online concert
featuring Teo Gertler, the 12-year old Slovak violin virtuoso on 8th May 2020. The
concert was streamed live on the Embassy’s facebook page @SLOVAKIAinUK
and YouTube channel: Embassy of Slovakia London. Indeed, the concert can still
be viewed online there today.

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF IBDE

THE IBDE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020
Just ahead of lockdown on 10 March, International Business and Diplomatic
Exchange (IBDE) held their annual conference, hosted by DLA Piper. Despite the
coronavirus crisis, 150 senior figures from the diplomatic and business communities
and government attended the various elements of the conference programme, which
comprised four plenary (on the record) and two break-out (Chatham House Rule)
sessions. The conference provided a platform to explore the main IBDE priorities for
its 2020 programme: impacting international trade and investment (including trade
tensions, digital trade, investment and trade facilitation); sustainability (including
energy, sustainable growth and investment, climate change and green financing); Global
Britain (including future UK FTAs, the relationship with the EU, the Commonwealth
and the British foreign policy post-Brexit); the future of innovation (including the
role of tech in enabling innovation and impact of digitising every industry on trade,
movement of data, Artificial Intelligence); financial regulation (including global
regulatory cooperation versus fragmentation and regulating to support sustainable
investment); the 2020 global political outlook (including the evolution of political risk
and how it is most likely to manifest in 2020, from US elections to China trade and
geopolitics, populism and the future of globalisation) and diversity and inclusion.
Rudi Guraziu, IBDE Executive Chairman, noted IBDE’s 10th anniversary, along
with its ambition to expand its activities overseas following a successful inaugural
meeting in Brussels on 4 March 2020.
Speakers throughout the day included Canadian High Commissioner Janice
Charette, who spoke in a session on the Future of International Trade and Investment
that explored the issues around trade tensions, the expansion of digital trade, FDI,
competition and other factors in the context of weakening global economic growth
even before the coronavirus crisis. She described Canada’s experience as an advocate of
free trade, which was a shared interest with the UK.
Sir Mark Boleat, Chairman of LINK Scheme Holdings and Vice Chairman of IBDE
Advisory Board, closed the day-long conference, thanking Accenture, Avonhurst, City
of London, DLA Piper and EY for sponsoring the event.
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ROSL APPOINTS NEW
DIRECTOR-GENER AL
Royal Over-Seas League (ROSL) Chairman and former
Australian High Commissioner Alexander Downer AC has
announced the appointment of Dr Annette Prandzioch as
the organisation’s new Director-General, who will take up her
position on Monday 29 June 2020.
Annette brings to ROSL extensive experience and
significant networks both in and beyond the Commonwealth.
A barrister for 18 years by profession, Annette specialised in
commercial and property law, and brings strong advocacy and
analytical skills, as well as an understanding of negotiation and
dispute resolution.
Annette subsequently left legal practice to take up
the position of Chief Operating Officer of the Royal
Commonwealth Society where she was responsible for leading
the team, ensuring the smooth running of the organisation and
managing external partnerships. In this role she strengthened
collaborations with High Commissioners and created new
stakeholder relationships. In her current external relations
and business development role at the International School for
Government at King’s College London, Annette has worked on
charting the strategic direction of this newly established school,
from its formal launch to acting as its ambassador and building
from scratch a network of global relationships.

KIDS FOR KIDS: An appeal from Patricia Parker MBE
Now I must ask for your help again, this time to fight this terrible Covid-19
virus. And it is urgent.
We must stop the virus spreading as quickly as possible. Prevention, we
are told is the most effective, indeed the only way, to make a difference.
Social distancing, and washing hands properly with soap and water, work.
Soap breaks down the structure of the virus. We must provide soap, now.
The Sudan government is targeting towns and markets, but their message
will not reach remote villages. We can – we have the infrastructure in place
to reach the most remote of villages. I also need to give each family an
illustrated leaflet showing how to wash hands properly. This is particularly
important where water is scarce.
Just £20 provides five bars of soap, instruction leaflets, and transportation
to the village – for 10 Families. Please will you help?
To donate and learn more about this appeal, visit our website
https://www.kidsforkids.org.uk/home-page-right/covid-19-appeal/
I appreciate any help you are able to give to the families in Darfur at this
time. Thank you so very much and stay safe.

In 2018, Annette was elected a governing Master of the
Bench of the Honourable Society of the Inner Temple, an
Inn of Court with a worldwide membership, where she sits
on committees making strategic decisions that encompass
broad-ranging issues including international engagement and
renovation projects.
The Hon. A J G Downer AC, ROSL Chairman, said: “In
these unprecedented and challenging times we are pleased to be
welcoming Dr Annette Prandzioch to the ROSL family. We are
anticipating that Annette’s commencement in role will coincide
with, or take place shortly before or after, the reopening of the
Clubhouse, and we believe her leadership attributes, extensive
experience and energy will help to ensure a strong and bright
future for our organisation, our members and our team.”
Dr Prandzioch said: “I am honoured to be taking over
as Director-General of ROSL. One thing I have learnt from
the COVID-19 restrictions is the immense importance of
communities such as ROSL, and how valuable it is to belong.
“As an accredited Commonwealth Organisation, I will also
seek to strengthen ROSL’s Commonwealth ties both in the UK
and across the Commonwealth. This international network
has become more, rather than less, important these last few
years, and ROSL is well placed to be a leading ‘go-to’ hub for
Commonwealth activities.

DIPLOMATIC CONCIERGE
Flemings Mayfair is one of the few remaining family-owned hotels in
London and one of the oldest, having opened in 1851. Part of Small
Luxury Hotels of the World, it offers unrivalled luxury accommodation in
Mayfair, one of London’s most prestigious neighbourhoods; moments from
Green Park, Piccadilly and a short walk from Buckingham Palace. Fully
refurbished in 2016, the property’s sumptuous interiors are a chic blend of
contemporary style and Georgian elegance.
Flemings offers a selection of one, two and three-bedroom
apartments which are available with private street access on Clarges
Street. A truly luxurious stay is promised in the Penthouse, which
sleeps five and boasts a private lift and rooftop terrace for al fresco
drinking, dining and entertaining. The Townhouse on Half Moon
Street comprises seven beautiful bedrooms and is available as an entire
property or bookable as individual apartments.
All apartments benefit from a fully equipped kitchen, dining and sitting
areas, while some of them boast a private patio or terrace.
www.flemings-mayfair.co.uk

