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Geography

· Sudan is the largest country in Africa – almost 1 million square miles. This is more than 10 times the size of the UK and as big as most of Western Europe put together
. It is bordered by nine countries – Egypt, Libya, Chad, The Central African Republic, Zaire, Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia and Eritrea.  There are 26 states within Sudan.
The world’s longest river runs through Sudan. The White Nile and the Blue Nile meet in Khartoum, the capital of Sudan.  There are different fish in each of the rivers.
· At 212,000 square miles, the whole of Darfur is as big as France and North Darfur, where Kids for Kids work, is 100,000 square miles – 3 times larger than the UK.

· North Darfur is more than 1,000 miles from Khartoum, the capital of Sudan – about the same distance as from London to Rome.  During the rainy season, May to October, the few roads become impassable, virtually disconnecting towns from each other and the state from its neighbours.   There are still no proper roads leading from the capital.  We travel across the sand in trucks.  Villagers travel on foot or on a donkey.
· In the whole of 2002 El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur received 170mm of rain, less than the UK average just for August 2004. 

People

· 33 million people live in Sudan, just over half as many as in the UK.  40% are under 15.

There are 19 major ethnic groups in Sudan, the largest being Arab, then Dinka. The legal system is based on English common law and Islamic law.  
In Sudan, life expectancy for men is just 52 years, for 55 years for women. This is much less than the UK where the figure for men is 76 years and 81 years for women.  In Darfur life expectancy was 42.  It has not been possible to update this figure because of the violence.
Only 46% of all children in Sudan and 42% of girls go to primary school.  This is much lower in rural areas like Darfur.
40% of Sudanese adults (30% of men and 50% of women) can not read and write. In North Darfur, only 45% of 15 to 24 year-olds can read and write.  The majority are illiterate.
War and conflict

For 50 years, Sudan had known only 10 years of peace. From 1955 until 1972 there was civil war between the government in the North and forces seeking independence for the South. A peace agreement was signed in 1972, but fighting started again in 1983. Peace between north and south has now been signed, with representatives from the south now part of the Government of Sudan.
· There has been ethnic conflict in Darfur since 1980. For many years this was mostly seasonal and based on competition over grazing grounds and access to water between farmers and nomadic camel herders. It was relatively low key.  The conflict spiraled in March 2003 and is now one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world.  Despite the countless deaths from violence and other related problems such as lack of vaccination and malnutrition the international community has still not helped secure peace.
· As a result of the severe conflict currently taking place in Darfur, thousands of people have fled to neighbouring Chad. Over 2.5 million IDP’s (Internally Displaced People) have been forced to leave their homes to seek refuge in camps and other towns within Darfur.  Those people still in their villages are struggling to stay there, but their resources are exhausted.
Life in Darfur – Darfur was an independent kingdom until 1916
One in 10 children die before their fifth birthday in North Darfur. Across Darfur, one in five children under the age of five are malnourished and more than half are anaemic. 

Less than half the children in North Darfur have been immunised against measles.

Before the current conflict, poor households in North Darfur spent over 90% of their income buying food, leaving little for school fees, health and medical costs or other expenses.
Before the current conflict, less than half the population of North Darfur (56%) had access to clean and safe drinking water - people therefore are forced to rely on unsafe water, even in El Fasher, the regional capital. Animals drink from the same handdug wells as children.
Darfur is regularly affected by drought.  Hand pumps are desperately required. With one of Africa’s largest aquifers lying beneath Darfur, life-saving water is accessible if funds are made available.  Even if the rains are good, many of the crops will not be planted because of the dangers of the conflict – adding to major food shortage.  No one can predict how long it will take to rebuild villages destroyed in the conflict.
North Darfur has just 600 hospital beds, less than half as many as Guy’s and St Thomas’ Hospital in London. In El Fasher hospital children have to share beds – sometimes up to five or six children in one bed.  KIDS FOR KIDS is seeking help to provide medical equipment.
KIDS FOR KIDS is a registered in the UK - charity No 1100045, a company limited by guarantee No 4607292.   Registered in the USA as Friends of Kids for Kids, CAF America.  Recognised in Sudan as a Charitable Foundation.
� Sudan is almost the same size as the following 15 countries put together: UK, Ireland, France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg, Austria, Denmark, Switzerland, Slovenia and Greece.






