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GOATS HELP CHILDREN STAY IN 

THEIR HOMES reports KIDS FOR KIDS’

Founder 


KIDS FOR KIDS Founder, Patricia Parker MBE, and Trustee, Alastair King-Smith returned from Sudan recently, after visiting remote villages in Darfur – despite other agencies pulling out because of the dangers of attack.“We have been supporting communities in remote areas of Darfur for the past six years”  said Patricia, who started the charity in 2001 “ We were here before the conflict started, and we will be here once peace is at last re-established.”  Tragically this seems an even more remote hope.  
KIDS FOR KIDS is the only international organisation created specifically to help children in Sudan.  “One Goat at a time, is our motto” says Patricia “the market price is £15 and each little creature makes a big difference when you have nothing else.” KIDS FOR KIDS provides direct help to families through sustainable projects, run by the communities themselves. “ Despite the huge, and unreported, effect the violence is having on children’s lives, we were unprepared for the reports of how our simple goat and donkey loans are having.  One Sheikh told us that 30 families had recently returned to his community because they had heard of that  KIDS FOR KIDS was there and “felt it would give the village the chance of a future”.

KIDS FOR KIDS provides long term self sustainable projects, identified by the communities themselves – and run by them. “We were told by 17 communities that our simple integrated projects – the loan of goats and donkeys, training of midwives and paravets and much more - are enabling them to stay in their homes.  I also asked if they caused desertification” said Patricia “They were unanimous that it is not the goat that is the cause – they said they look after them too well for that!  If we can help families to stay in villages, Darfur will have a chance to recover.  The simple loan of 6 goats for two years, after which 6 kids go to another family, literally transforms the lives of families. The health of the animals has a direct effect on the health of children”.
What the KIDS FOR KIDS’ Trustees saw has enabled them to make a firm commitment of £500,000 for the next three years.  “But we need so much more” they explained “We are the only organisation prepared to make such a long term commitment to help villagers. Despite 2 ½ million people being forced to endure existence in vast camps, there are 3 ½ million still managing to cling to their homes.”  KIDS FOR KIDS is seeking help to aid this forgotten generation.  “It is sad that the aid agencies have been concentrating their efforts almost exclusively on the camps. People are trapped in the camps with large numbers of lorries, carrying many armed soldiers, patrolling the boundary between camp and town. No child should live like this.  Unless villages can be helped there will be literally nothing for the IDPs to return to.”
“We saw a MIG fighter swooping low over villages, the first time this has been seen in Darfur,  and helicopter gunships and jet fighters armed with rockets at the commercial airports. The first essential is a no fly zone over Darfur, to give peace a chance. Then a proper cohesive and realistic plan, with a time table, needs to be formulated to help people return in safety to their villages. “We heard many tales of people who had gone home to plant their crops, who could not go back to harvest them.”

KIDS FOR KIDS integrated direct help projects include animal loans, veterinary care, midwife training, donkey ploughs and ambulances, and tree planting programme.
TO HELP KIDS FOR KIDS,  donate on line at  www.kidsforkids.org.uk 

or send cheques, made out to Kids for Kids to Kids for Kids, P. O. Box 456 Dorking RH4 2WS

For more information:   contact@kidsforkids.org.uk                               
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