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       GOAT   CARE!
          KIDS FOR KIDS little goats are enabling children
                                       to stay in safety in their homes

There are fewer goats in Darfur now than in 1987, the year of the last major drought, when thousands died
· Desert Goats live for 12 to 15 years. They are multi coloured, sometimes all black, sometimes all white, but usually a mixture of chestnut, browns and blacks. They often give birth to twins.

· Goats live on the  poorest of diets, which is why they survive in such a harsh environment – in good years the villagers surround their ‘fields’ with low hedges of dead thorns to keep the animals out! Goats are greedy feeders, pulling plants up by the roots when conditions are poor, which is why they are never left untended to add to desertification, and why they can survive when sheep would starve.  When the grazing is good a goat nibbles in the same way as a sheep.
· The local goats in Darfur  can survive on water every two days if necessary   – which makes them viable when water is scarce.

· It is the children you see tending the goats and helping them to find food so families prosper if the children do a good job. As education is a priority in Sudan the success of the goats means they can pay for schooling.

· The children’s diet in normal times is millet, water, milk and okra  (ladies fingers) sometimes with a little dried tomato on top – this is why the goat’s milk is so valuable.  It contains essential vitamins, proteins, fats, carbohydrates, minerals and calcium and is the nearest thing to human milk. Any excess is sold.  Often the price of a sack of millet is talked about in numbers of goats it is worth!

· Water is the priority for both humans and goats. There is desperate need for more handpumps for both humans and animals. Handpumps may be named after the donor  – our first pump enabled the children of three villages to go to school and vegetables grow by it, the first these villagers have been able to grow. Children can get trauchoma when there is not enough water to wash properly.  Insufficient water causes goats to abort their kids.
· Families who are taking part in the KIDS FOR KIDS  Revolving Goat Projects are selected and supervised by a local Children’s Goat Committee, responsible for the goats well being and hygiene. Five nannie goats and one billy goat are lent to each family  – this gives milk for the children and the kids are theirs, forming the nucleus of a little flock.  After 2 years they give 6 kids to another poor family – and so on – a gift that goes on an on, helping more and more families to be self sufficient.
· KIDS FOR KIDS funds the training of villagers as paravets – there is no other veterinary care available.  They vaccinate the goats against Blood Disease and treat them for problems such as parasites and worms.  Our first village paravets prevented an outbreak of goat pneumonia, which would have killed the entire flock, by vaccinating them in time.
· KIDS FOR KIDS also provides Veterinary Drugs so that the villagers can set up a revolving drug fund to ensure the supply of medicines for the animals.  Some veterinary drugs are available in markets, but these can be very costly and few people can afford them, so most animals go untreated.

· Do you know how to tell a sheep from a goat?  A goat’s tail sticks up!  A sign of optimism perhaps?
DURING the terrible conflict in Darfur, our goats are helping families stay in their villages by helping them to be self sufficient - having a goat at home means there is help at home .
                                                    One goat costs just £15 -  and every goat makes a difference.
KIDS FOR KIDS  helps provide long term self sustainable projects, working with local communities to help children in Darfur, Sudan Registered Charity no 1100045  a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales No 4607292
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