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GOATS AND DONKEYS 
TRANSFORM THE LIVES

OF CHILDREN

IN DARFUR

When what you grow is what you eat, and the rains fail, families in Darfur suffer terrible hardship.  Millett is the subsistence crop for thousands of families, but in 2001, when Kids for Kids was founded, it was a year of extensive drought and the crops failed. Drought is cyclical in Darfur.  And then the violence erupted, and life has become even harder for the villagers struggling to survive in remote areas.  It will take many years for families to recover from the toll of these terrible times.

Families who have a few animals have a much better chance of surviving. Reliance on one source of food is hazardous. Even when the rains have come, violence has repeatedly prevented people harvesting what they have planted.  The simple loan of six goats to a family for two years transforms the life of a child.  Goat’s milk is often the only source of protein, minerals and vitamins, and the offspring provide a basic livelihood when there is nothing else to sell.

Beneficiaries of the Kids for Kids’ Animal Loan Scheme sign a contract with the village Animal Loan Committee – whose members are chosen by the community and trained in record keeping and animal husbandry - to care for these animals in trust for the whole village.  They cannot sell them during the two year loan period and they have to care for them.  Beneficiaries are very proud of these Kids for Kids little animals.  They are never allowed to roam on their own, and there is no fear of them causing desertification in this harsh environment.  There are too few and they are too well managed.  Families have to protect their own land – there is no-one else to do it for them.  

Each family is also provided with a little donkey.  Without these hardy creatures life is practically impossible.  Women who carry heavy loads on their heads are at great risk of injury.  It is possible to see people with untreated hernias, which can be immensely painful.  Water is often many miles away and every drop has to be carried, as does everything else.  When you are ill you go to hospital on a donkey – unless there is a Kids for Kids’ Donkey Ambulance in your village. There is no transport other than a donkey,  but the price of a donkey is out of reach for most families whose income can be as little as 13p a day – or less if you cannot find firewood to sell.  

Our projects are integrated – the provision of Veterinary care for example is essential for the Animal Loan Scheme to succeed.  There is virtually no veterinary care in remote areas in Darfur, yet it is as tough for animals to live in these arid zones, as it is for the children. Kids for Kids trains village paravets and provides a Revolving Veterinary Drug Scheme to ensure the health of the flocks.  In 2006, we vaccinated over five thousand goats, which has a dramatic impact on the animals in the whole area.

The ongoing conflict in Darfur has immeasurably increased the hardship of life for families living in remote villages out of sight of the world media.  During her regular January visit to Darfur Patricia Parker MBE, Chairman of Kids for Kids, was told by village committees that our Animal Loan Schemes enabled people to stay in their homes when their normal coping mechanisms have collapsed.  There are fewer goats in Darfur now than before the last major drought in 1986, yet without these small animals many families would find it difficult to survive.  
We aim to provide each family with 6 goats and a donkey.  As it is essential that the paravet can visit families quickly, Kids for Kids provides the paravet with a cross-bred donkey, which is stronger and faster.   Regular inspection by the paravet is essential if animals are to remain healthy – and children are to have the milk they so desperately need.  

If you would like to support our Animal Loan Scheme, or to find out about our other simple self-help initiatives, please look at our website, www.kidsforkids.org.uk.

6 Goats @ £15 each

=
£ 90
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1 family Donkey

=
£ 50

Training for 1 Parave
t
=
£120

1 cross-bred Donkey

=
£ 70

Training for Animal Loan 

Committee


=
£470
1 Donkey Ambulance

=
£325

1 Donkey Plough

=
£ 15
                  KIDS FOR KIDS - helping children the world has forgotten

                                Patricia Parker MBE Chairman :   P.O. BOX 456 Dorking, Surrey RH4 2WS England     

                   contact@kidsforkids.org.uk     fax  +249 1306 887624  UK mob 07957 206 440    Sudan Mob 012964187

    Cheques should be made out to KIDS FOR KIDS  For our latest news please log on to www.kidsforkids.org.uk

KIDS FOR KIDS, Registered Charity No 1100045, a company limited by guarantee No 4607292
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