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“Children in Darfur are let down again by the international community” says Patricia Parker MBE, Chairman and Founder of KIDS FOR KIDS
News reports from Sudan indicate that an American organisation Thirst No More may have been involved in practices that are illegal in Sudan, and its staff asked to leave the country.  Thirst No More had been authorised to work in Darfur to provide clean water for children living in remote rural communities in North Darfur.

It comes as a shock and enormous disappointment to KIDS FOR KIDS, who had been providing funds for repair and installation of water handpumps, that Thirst No More may have misused their mandate to help needy people, for other unauthorised purposes.  The Trustees of KIDS FOR KIDS condemn such activity.  The Trustees wish to assure supporters that the funding they had provided to Thirst No More was exclusively for the purpose of providing water for rural communities in North Darfur.  “Not only does this threaten the status of all international organisations in Sudan, but, tragically, it condemns hundreds of children to walk long hours to reach water” said Patricia Parker MBE, who founded KIDS FOR KIDS in 2001 because of the tragic situation of a 9-year old child walking alone across the desert sands of Darfur to reach water.    

KIDS FOR KIDS is one of the only organisations providing sustainable help to communities in rural areas and has been seeking solutions to the problem of water in Darfur since 2001.  So far water has been provided to over 41 village communities.  “We were delighted to fund UNICEF in 2007 to provide 30 new handpumps.  However, early last year the UNICEF drilling rig was stolen.  We had to find another organisation to provide water for the children of Darfur who live in remote communities.” said Patricia this week.  In April 2008 Kids for Kids was contacted by an American charity which had been repairing handpumps in South Darfur for three years.   After investigations in the US and confirmation by the Humanitarian Aid Commission and UN Office for Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs that Thirst No More were registered to carry out water projects in Darfur, Kids for Kids signed a pilot project with Thirst No More for provision of 10 new handpumps for £35,000, and for repairs to 30 broken handpumps in the 41 Kids for Kids’ village areas, for an additional £15,000.  This funding also enabled the training of village committees in water management and hygiene, and the provision of a fence around the pump, to ensure clean water for human and animal consumption and the sustainability of the handpump.  KIDS FOR KIDS has now suspended its water projects with Thirst No More.
“This news is particularly tragic” said Patricia “as it was the shortage of water that was the inspiration behind the founding of Kids for Kids.   Discovering small children walking up to seven hours to reach water and then carrying it the long miles back across the desert, even before the conflict, was why water has been our top priority ever since.  It is the key to all the other elements of Kids for Kids’ package of integrated projects.  We will continue to search for appropriate partners who will be able to implement water projects for us.  The majority of international help to Darfur is emergency humanitarian relief to displaced people.  It continues to be a great sadness to us that so few organisations are making the effort to reach out to the far-flung communities that remain in rural areas and to help them sustain their lives there.”

KIDS FOR KIDS’ projects for 2009-10 are already under way.  “We will be extending our core projects – goat and donkey loans, veterinary care, health care for mothers and children through village midwives and first aid workers, and training villagers to run the projects themselves - to ten more communities in the next 12 months” said Patricia “ Additionally we are providing blankets and mosquito nets to 1000 families in the next few weeks, training 40 first aid workers, and funding another tree planting programme.  The world’s financial crisis is hitting all of us – but the hardship in the villages of Darfur puts our problems into perspective.  I hope people will feel even more determined to help us help children in such need.”

KIDS FOR KIDS

We don’t believe in charity, we believe in helping people to help themselves

    For further details log on to www.kidsforkids.org.uk              email: contact@kidsforkids.org.uk 
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Registered Charity No 1100045 a company limited by guarantee 4607292  recognised in Sudan as a Charitable Foundation.  

Registered in the United States as Friends of Kids for Kids via CAF America 

