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NEAR DISASTER TURNS TO TRIUMPH AND TRANSFORMS DESERT!
KIDS FOR KIDS has been quietly planting trees for the last six years – in the midst of conflict, in the deserts of Darfur.  Transforming the endless sand into green belts around villages.  We plant drought resistant varieties, suited to the harsh conditions – 14 different indigenous varieties, all providing a benefit to the families destined to have them – fruit, herbal remedies, refreshing drinks and even, in the fullness of time, ‘tiling’ for the roofs of their huts made from the bark of the baobab tree. Trees provide shade – a meeting under a mature tamarind tree is where our first Animal Husbandry course took place.  Most important of all,  trees prevent soil erosion.

Miracle in Darfur - In 2007 the rains were heavy at times over the whole of Africa’s Sahil.  In El Fasher, the regional capital of North Darfur, there was a flood one night. The wadi burst its banks, flooded across our tree nursery threatening to swamp tree ‘babies’.  People ran from the IDP camp to rescue them, and with them came the military police, people from the town, students from Military Service – and  the next day not only an entire village but soldiers from the SLA all came together  to replant them the little seedlings, men, women and children.  There is now a new green belt, a baby forest, growing around the village.  The flood was not just a crisis averted, but people of every belief joined together in a common cause.  There is hope in Darfur!

When we were first in Darfur people said they did not want trees because they ‘attracted birds’ – that would eat their valuable seeds.  Now those same people are proud of their new trees and, as word spreads of the benefits of trees, there are now queues at our office in El Fasher, begging for tree seedlings.  KIDS FOR KIDS is the only organisation funding environmental projects in North Darfur.

We have been providing long term self sustainable projects to villagers since 2001 – it was obvious from our first visit that if something was not done to hold back desertification, soil erosion, the lack of water and failing vegetation would destroy this valuable environment.  From the start we have funded handpumps – and seen vegetables grow near villages where they have not been possible before – we have funded the training of improved farming techniques so that by creating crescent shaped banks and ditches, growing time can be extended.  We have provided ploughs, seeds and hoes, but long term help was what was required.
In 2006 KIDS FOR KIDS funded the first Baobab Replanting Programme with enormous success.  Five years on, the tree seedlings are flourishing.  Despite the difficulties and many hours it takes to collect water, villagers are enthusiastic about tree planting.  They are as aware as is the rest of the world of the benefits of planting green belts to hold back the desert.  They are living with the affects of global warming on a daily basis – and they are doing something about it.
The air is transformed when there are plants growing – even if it is only a small patch of onions.  Our young trees grow quickly.  Baobas after just a few months are over 6 ft tall and covered with fresh green leaves.  Many are planted in the IDP camps  -  vast areas where every tree had been destroyed when people first fled there, desperate for a means to cook the emergency food they were given.  When they eventually leave, there will now be trees where the plastic huts were standing.

OFF SET YOUR CARBON CONSUMPTION by planting trees in one of the most needy areas in the world.

!

For more details of our Tree Planting Programme please download our Gift List on the website at www.kidsforkids.org.uk  and look at the About Us section to read about the benefits of trees in Darfur.

KIDS FOR KIDS

We don’t believe in charity, we believe in helping people to help themselves
    For further details log on to www.kidsforkids.org.uk              email: contact@kidsforkids.org.uk 
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Registered Charity No 1100045 a company limited by guarantee 4607292  recognised in Sudan as a Charitable Foundation.  

Registered in the United States as Friends of Kids for Kids via CAF America 

