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PEACE PRIZE SHOWS CHILDREN IN DARFUR THEY ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
One of the most prestigious awards for peace world wide, the Carnegie Wateler Peace Prize 2006, was recently awarded  to DR JAVIER SOLANA for his "incessant peacekeeping worldwide" - now KIDS FOR KIDS has been given half the total prize money - 17,500 euros - as a personal gift by Dr. Solana.  
 

"When I asked Dr Solana if I could tell people about this wonderful gift" said Patricia Parker MBE, Founder of KIDS FOR KIDS "he said he would do anything to help KIDS FOR KIDS. but did not want any personal publicity.  He wanted to help children in Darfur and chose us because he knew that we are still getting help to families living in remote villages in Darfur, despite the continuing violence."  Dr. Solana is the High Representative for Foreign Policy in the European Union. He first heard about KIDS FOR KIDS, which was created specifically to help children living in one of the harshest environments in the world, when KIDS FOR KIDS was chosen by the staff of the Secretariat General's office in the EU for their personal support because, they said, " it was putting into practise the Millenium Goals which others are merely talking about".
 

"I have been working for the past six years to get recognition of the hardship of the lives these children face." said Patricia.  "It was inconceivable to me, when I first visited Darfur in 2001, that aid agencies should be in Darfur yet doing nothing to help families provide even a basic acceptable level of life for children.  In January this year I realised that the effects of violence had made life even harder - I was invited into six little village tukuls (the small round wood and millet huts) and not one had a bed, or even a blanket.  The idea of a mosquito net was just that - an idea.  Our small goat and donkey loans, the training of village midwives and paravets, and our other small initiatives - all run by village committees we train - transform life."  So much so that Patricia was told that in one village alone 30 families had returned to their homes "because they knew that KIDS FOR KIDS was there and they thought it would give the village a chance". "When I was in Darfur in January people had given up hope.  They said sadly to me that the international community had forgotten them."
"This recognition by one of the most influential people in the world shows that they are not forgotten.  I hope this wonderful gift from Dr. Solana will inspire other people to help us help children in Darfur."
 

KIDS FOR KIDS' policy is to minimise overheads so that the maximum possible is spent on the projects.  If you would like to help please write to:   Patricia Parker MBE Kids for Kids   P.O. BOX 456 Dorking, Surrey RH4 2WS England     contact@kidsforkids.org.uk      fax  +249 1306 887624  UK  tell: +44 (07) 957 206 440    

www.kidsforkids.org.uk 
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